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GENERAL AND PERMANENT LAWS-1962
business locations and where current rentals are beyond their eco-
nomic reach; that construction and development of housing and busi-
ness locations for such persons cannot be undertaken by private in-
dustry for lack of legislation enabling single units in multi-unit struc-
tures to qualify for federally insured loans; and that enactment of
this act will provide such legislation, and will make such housing and
business locations available. Therefore, an emergency is declared to
exist, and this act is necessary for the preservation of the public
peace, health and safety.
SECTION 2. Citation of act.-This act shall be known as the
"'Horizontal Property Act."
SECTION 3. Definitions.-Unless it is plainly evident from the
context that a different meaning is intended, as used herein:
(a) "Apartment" means an enclosed space consisting of one or
more rooms occupying all or part of a floor in a building of one or
more floors or stories regardless of whether it be designed for resi-
'dence, for office, for the operation of any industry or business, or
for any other type of independent use, provided it has a direct exit
to a thoroughfare or to a given common space leading to a thorough-
fare;
(b) "Co-owner" means a person, firm, corporation, partnership,
association, trust or other legal entity, or any combination thereof,
who owns an apartment within the building;
(c) "Council of co-owners" means all the co-owners as defined
in subsection (b) of this section; but a majority, as defined in sub-
section (f) of this section, shall, except as otherwise provided in this
act, constitute a quorum for the adoption of decisions;
(d) "General common elements" means and includes:
(1) The land on which the building stands;
(2) The foundations, main walls, roofs, halls, lobbies, stair-
ways, and entrance and exit or communication ways;
(3) The basements, flat roofs, yards, and gardens, except as
otherwise provided or stipulated;
(4) The premises for the lodging of janitors or persons in charge
-of the building, except as otherwise provided or stipulated;
(5) The compartments or installations of central services such
as power, light, gas, cold and hot water, refrigeration, reservoirs,
water tanks and pumps, and the like;
(6) The elevators, garbage incinerators and, in general all de-
vices or installations existing for common use; and


